Qorti tal-Magistrati (Malta)
Bhala Qorti ta’ Gudikatura Kriminali

Magistrat Dr. Donatella M. Frendo Dimech LL.D., Mag. Jur. (Int. Law)

Seduta Distrett San Giljan

I1-Pulizija
-VS-

Lucia Sapienza, detentric¢i tal-Karta tal-Identita numru 222786 M

Ilum, 25 ta’ Frar, 2025
I1-Qorti,
Rat l-akkuzi migjuba fil-konfront tal-imputata Lucia Sapienza u cioe talli:

Nhar it-18 t'Awissu, 2023 ghal habta ta’ bejn 1500hrs u 1530hrs gewwa Triq il-
Klarissi, San Giljan -

1. Ikkagunat offiza ta” natura hafifa li l-effett ikkunsidrat sew ghal dak li hu
l-gisem ta” Victoria Azzopardi kemm moralment, huwa ta’ importanza
zghira skont kif iccertifikat minn Dr Jonathan Grech tac¢-¢centru tas-sahha
tal-Gzira. Art.221(3) Kap.9

2. Ikkagunat offiza ta” natura hafifa li l-effett ikkunsidrat sew ghal dak li hu
l-gisem ta” Charles Azzopardi kemm moralment, huwa ta’ importanza
zghira skont kif i¢certifikat minn Dr Jonathan Grech tac¢-centru tas-sahha
tal-Gzira. Art.221(3) Kap.9

3. Minghajr hsieb li taghmel reat, dahlet fil-fond 17, Flt 7, Triq il-Klarissi, San
Giljan, liema fond huwa propjeta ta’ Alan Attard, u dahlet f'dan il-fond
wara li giet imwissija minn Victoria Azzopardi li m’ghandiex tidhol jew
dahlet bil-mohbi tieghu jew b’xi skuza falza jew b’qerq iehor. Art.339 (1)
(o) Kap.9
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[I-Qorti giet mitluba sabiex f'kaz ta” htija tipprovdi ghas-sigurta ta’ Victoria
Azzopardi u Charles Azzopardi skond 1-Artikolu 383 tal-Kodic¢i Kriminali.

Illi din il-kawza giet assenjata lil din il-Qorti kif preseduta fl-“ Assenjazzjonijiet
ta” Kawza” moghti mis-S.T.O. Prim Imhallef Mark Chetcuti fit-2 ta” Frar, 2024.

I1li I-ewwel seduta minn din il-Qorti kif preseduta saret fil-15 ta’ Mejju, 2024.
Rat l-atti w id-dokumenti kollha.

Semghet ix-xhieda.

Semghet it-trattazzjoni finali tal-partijiet.

Ikkunsidrat,

Mill-Current Incident Report jirrizulta li sar rapport mill-konjugi Azzopardi
fil-konfront tal-imputata peress li din baqghet tinsisiti biex tidhol fir-residenza
tal-ex sieheb taghha, Alan Attard, minkejja li giet murija bi¢-¢ar minn Charles
Azzopardi li ma kellhiex permess tidhol. Hu u martu kienu fir-residenza ta’
bin Victoria jiehdu hsieb lil bintu, wild l-imputata Lucia Sapienza. L-imputata
saret aggressiva x'hin rat li Azzopardi beda jimblokkalha t-trig minn fejn
tghaddi ghal gew tar-residenza. Victoria Azzopardi wkoll qgaltilha tohrog il-
barra izda din ma taghtix widen u kif ippruvat tidhol fil-kamra tas-sodda ta’
Alan, Charles Azzopardi rega’ pprova jwaqqatha. Kien hawn li Sapienza fajret
daqgqa ta’ sieq lil Victoria Azzopardi u laqtitha fil-kustilji. Kif ra hekk, Charles
beda jigwidha I-barra mill-appartament u Sapienza tghat daqqga ta’ sieq fejn
hu ntlagat fuq in-naha tax-xellug ta’genbu.

A tempo vergine Sapienza tiddikjara “Vicky started screaming from inside the house
for me not to go in. I asked Charles for some things of Rhea. Vicky was still screaming.
From the doorway I saw the bottle and went to take it and went outside again. Vicky
came to me screaming at me. I that moment i said something like ‘you’re going to
scream mela I get it myself. I should have left sitaution but I felt triggered by Vicky.
I turned to go to Alan’s room. Chuck grabbed me...I was tackling Chuck off me whilst
trying to leave. Vicky still screaming...Chuck threw me out the doorway. I landed on
Rhea. Whilst I was on the floor I pulled Rhea on to me to protect her. They closed the
door and I left with Rhea”.

Ir-rapport u lI-kontenut tieghu gie konfermat minn PS649 J. Buhagiar permezz
tal-Affidavit li gie esibit in atti.
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Victoria Azzopardi spjegat kif flimkien ma zewgha kienu d-dar ta’ binha
jiehdu hsieb bintu li kellha erba” snin. Kif l-imputata ¢emplet il-bieb, zewgha
libbes iz-zarbun lit-tifla biex inizzilha fil-komun peress li Sapienza ma setghetx
tersaq lejn ir-residenza ta’ binha. Gara izda li kif fetah il-bieb tad-dar sabha ma
wiccu. Beda jghidilha ma tidholx hekk kif ma kienx permess lilha taghmel dan.
Ix-xhud timxi biss permezz ta” walker u dakinhar bdiet izomm mal-affarijiet
biex wasslet hdejn il-bieb ta” barra tal-appartament. Hemm qaltilha ma tidholx
tilwagqt li l-imputata baqghet tghid li riedet tiehu xi bottles. Tkompli:

“Hadet xi zewg bottles, u ahna minghalina li se titlaq il barra. Kif appena kienet se
tmur fejn il-bieb, pruvat tahrab biex tmur fejn il-bedroom ghax qalet li kellha xi libsa
li riedet tehodha. Jiena ghidtilha, “Tidholx,” ghidtilha, “Ma jimpurtax, ghidli x’libsa
hi.” Jien langas ha nidhol jien fil-kamra tas-sodda tat-tifel u nehodha, ghidtilha imma,
“Issa nsagqsilha liema hi u nagbad u ngibhielek personalment jien, imma hawn gewwa
tidholx izjed. Hu pacenzja ohrog, bil-pacenzja kollox.” Meta ratni hekk, qabdet,
minghajr lanqas hsieb ta” xejn u she kicked me. Imma saqajha taf kif hardet? Sajjetta.
On my rib, u .... On the right-hand side li qataghtli n-nifs. ..... Imbaghad
bdiet tugaghni hafna, ovvjament bdejt nibki ghax hadt qatgha li ma nghidlekx.... jiena
meta hadt ix-xokk ukoll nara, imma it was too quick, jidifieri kif gara u x’¢ara u ma
garax ma nistax... ghax jiena dak il-hin kelli rasi... u eh gejt mal-hajt jien bilhaqq,
imnalla ghax kont naga’, ghax jiena diga ma nistax noqghod bilwieqfa wisq. Qabdet
u tat daqqa ta’ sieq, pruvat taghti... u tatu, lir-ragel ukoll. Jien imbaghad
zammejt mal-hajt u mort pogsejt fug siggu, ghax qed nghidlek il-hass hazin li
gqabadni bix-xokk, bix-xokk. .....”.

In kontro-ezami tikkjarifika li I-ewwel darba li rat lil Sapienza fl-appartament
kien meta ratha fil-k¢ina. Victoria Azzopardi prezentat certifikat mediku li
jindika li I-griehi li sofriet kienu “slight with minimal consequences”.1

Charles Azzopardi iddeskriva kif hu w martu kienu d-dar ta” bin martu biex
jiehdu hsieb it-tifla tieghu. Sapienza, omm it-tifla, bdiet i¢ccempel
kontinwament fuq l-intercom u wara li libbes iz-zarbun lin-neputija fetah il-
bieb u sabha ma wi¢¢u meta ssoltu it-tifla kienu jaghtihilha fil-komun. Ix-xhud
jispjega dak li sehh wara:

“Hi qalet, “Mela mhix hawn il-babysitter?” [Jiena ghidtilha, “Jiena I-babysitter
illum.” Imbaghad dak il-hin riedet tidhol gewwa. Jien bdejt nostakolalha I- bieb, ...
Ghax as such ma kellhiex ghalfejn tidhol gewwa hi, ghax it-tifla ¢ia kont tajthielha,
qieghda barra..... Bazikament hi baqghet tipprova tidhol, u bqajt nostakolaha, hin
minnhom irnexxhielha tidhol sal-kcina .... Bdejt tghidilha biex ma tidholx...... [dak il-
hin martu] Kienet fil-living room. ... Kienet ged tghajtilha biex ma tidholx ukoll. ....
[martu] Bazikament ghandha CIPD i jattakkalha n-nervituri u ghandha problema
biex timxi, izZomm il-bilan¢ proprja. ...... Hin minnhom dahlet sal-kcina, hadet baby
bottle,... minn hemm ikkonvincejtha biex terda’ tohrog barra, .....Imbaghad hadet il-
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flixkun, il-baby bottle, harget ‘il barra. .....Imbaghad qalet li ghandha bZonn xi hwejjeg,
xi libsa; jiena ghidtilha, “Kellem lil Alan fughom dawk I-affarijiet.” M’ghidtilhiex biex
tidhol tara. Again, bagghet tipprova tidhol. Fil-background kien hemm il-mara l-hin
kollu tghidilha biex tohrog, hin minnhom giet il-mara, again Lucia qieghda
tipprova tidhol, u at some point fajret daqqa ta’ sieq, laqtet lill-mara
...X"imkien lower abdomen. ... Hemmbhekk imbaghad ressaqt lil Lucia barra mill-
bieb u ghalagqt il-bieb.

Kif raha taghti daqqa ta” sieq lil martu, hareg l-imputata I-barra mir-residenza
w ghalaq il-bieb. Ix-xhud hu onest meta rigward id-daqqga li qala” minghand 1-
imputata jghid li din kienet wahda involontarja, “fin minnhom imbaghad meta
ressaqtha barra mill-bieb, tgerbet jew tfixklet jew fit-tapit jew fiz-Zraben, ghax ikun
hemm iz-zZraben barra, u bhala reaction fajret dagqa ta’ sieq ukoll lili......Lower
abdomen ukoll.... Fiz-Zraben jew fit-tapit. A knee jerk reaction speci ta nghidilha
jiena.”.

Gie esibit certifikati mediku li juru li Charles Azzopardi sofra griehi li gew
klassifikati bhala “slight with minimal consequencres”, minhabba inter alia f
“tenderness on palpitation of Left groin...erythema/bruising”.?

In kontro-ezami jikkjarifika li seta” kien il-kaz li hu stess fethilha mill-intercom
u kompla li Sapienza qatt ma kienet aggressiva mieghu, lanqas dak inhar tal-
in¢ident. Izid ghalkemm kien diga taha t-tifla, l-imputata xorta wahda baqghet
tinsisti biex tidhol id-dar t" Alan ghaliex riedet xi affarijiet li kellhom x’jagsmu
mat-tifla. Irnexxielha tidhol ghaliex baqghet tisforzaha ruhha gewwa minkejja
li hu ma bediex ihalliha u jghidilha ma tidholx. Kif kienet fil-k¢ina b’riferenza
ghal bottles qaltlu “Dawn tieghi”.

Charles Azzopardi jkompli jispecifika li Victoria qalghet id-daqqa minghand
Lucia Sapienza meta, wara li kienet diga hadet il-bottles, regghet lura biex
tiehu hwejjeg tat-tifla. Dak il-hin Victoria kienet fl-entratura tar-residenza.
Kien hemm tensjoni minhabba li filwaqt li l-imputata riedet tidhol, Victoria
ma ridietx thalliha taghmel dan u nqala” hafna ghajjat. 1zid li kien wara li
martu sofriet id-daqqa ta’ sieq, hu ressaq lil Lucia Sapienza l-barra. Jixhed,
“Wara d-daqqa ta’ sieq, ressagtha ‘l barra u tfixklet fit-tapit jew fiz-zZraben, ma nafx...”
filwaqt li jtenni li d-daqqa ta’” sieq li qala” minghand l-imputata ma kienitx
intenzjonata.

L-imputata Lucia Sapienza ghazlet 1i tiehu l-pedana tax-xiehda. Bdiet biex
tispjega kif dejjem kien hemm tensjoni ma omm l-ex sieheb taghha. Dakinhar,
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“I went to collect Rhea from Alan’s house and when I went in I was surprised to find
Chuck and Vicky. Now, Vicky is a bit erratic, as you know, and she just started
screaming. Anyway I went to collect Rhea. When [ went in I said, "I thought you were
a babysitter.” There was Chuck there; Vicky was not around. In went in the common
area like, not the common are, the entrance. That is where Rhea was, Rhea was not
outside, she was there with Chuck. And I said, " Chuck, do me a favour, Alan has a
bunch of things I have been asking for for a number of times," he does not give me any
maintenance, I was living on practically no money and I kept on buying her things
that never came back, and I said, " Please there are three bottles that are about twenty
euros each, pass them on to me.” And I said, "Do you mind, I am just going to get
them.” Chuck said ok. I am going to go and get them. I went to the kitchen to get these
bottles, and from the kitchen Vicky could see me, and Vicky started s-c-r-e-a-m-i-n-g,
just screaming.....

Rigward il-griehi Sapienza tishaq li hi qatt ma kellha xi kuntatt fiziku ma’
Victoria Azzopardi “I was not trying to harm Vicky, that is for sure, or Chuck”.

F'konfront 1i sar ma Charles Azzopardi jirrizulta li meta din qaltlu li kien
hemm xi affarijiet li kienu jappartjenu lilha, Azzopardi jiftakar li “when you
were in the kitchen you said, ""These are mine..." I said, "Take them.”” Madanakollu
dan sehh biss wara li hi kienet dahlet fil-k¢ina, 1i hi biswit l-entratura, u dan
meta irnexxielha tiskapulah u dahlet. Fl-ebda hin ma kienet mistiedna tidhol
gewwal

Fuq dawn ir-rizultanzi processwali jibda biex jinghad li, irrispettivament jekk
kienx Charles Azzopardi li fetah il-bieb tal-komun, Sapienza gatt ma kellha
tidhol fir-residenza tal-ex sieheb taghha, multo magis meta giet mitluba tohrog
il-barra kemm minn Charles kif ukoll minn Vicky Azzopardi. M"hemmx
dubbju ghalhekk li t-tielet imputazzjoni giet ppruvata soddisfacentement.

Dwar l-imputazzjonijiet fuq offiza hafifa, wara li 1-Qorti qieset it-testimonjanza
ta” Charles Azzopardi li ttiha affidabbilta shiha, issib li din I-imputazzjoni giet
pruvata sal grad rikjest unikament fil-konfront ta’ Victoria Azzopardi. Fir-
rigward tieghu, kif jghid hu stess, din kienet a knee-jerk reaction wara li 1-
imputata tgerbet fit-tapit jew {'xi zraben u hu ntlagghet minnha.

PIENA

In konsiderazzjoni tal-piena 1-Qorti gieset in-natura tar-reati li ged tinstab htija
dwarhom, it-tnejn ta’ natura kontravvenzjonali, u tac-¢irkostanzi tal-kaz.
DECIDE

Pagna 5ta' 6



Ghal dawn il-motivi filwaqt li tillibera lill-imputata mit-tieni imputazzjoni,
wara li rat l-artikoli 17(¢), 31, 214, 215, 221(3)(b) u 339(1)(o) tal-Kodici
Kriminali, issib l-imputata hatja tal-ewwel u tat-tielet imputazzjoni u
timmultaha ammenda ta’ hamsa w sebghin Ewro (€75).

Inoltre a tenur tal-artikolu 382A tal-Kodic¢i Kriminali, Kapitolu 9 tal-Ligijiet ta’

Malta geghda tohrog Ordni tat-Trazzin fil-konfront tal-imputata a favur ta’
Victoria Azzopardi ghal zmien sentejn (2) millum.

Donatella M. Frendo Dimech
Magistrat
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