IN THE COURT OF MAGISTRATES (MALTA)
AS A COURT OF CRIMINAL JUDICATURE
MAGISTRATE 
DR. LARA LANFRANCO MA Law (Melit), B.A., LL.D.

The Police
(Inspector Colin Sheldon)

Vs

Dimitar Dimitriev
Today the 5th day of July of the year 2023.
The Court,
Having seen the charges brought against Dimitar Dimitriev, 34 years of age, son of Jovance and Sonja nee’ Dimitrievi, born in Macedonia on the 9th November 1988, and residing at 100, Tony’s, Flat 4, Dawret il-Gżejjer, San Pawl il-Baħar, and holder of residence Card number 0228240A, who was arraigned under arrest on the 25th June 2023, and accused of having:
1. Without intent to kill or to put the life of any person in manifest jeopardy, voluntarily inflicted grievous bodily harm on the person of his wife Ana Dimitrieva as certified by Dr. Diandra Zahra Urpani MD (Med Reg 4431) from the Mosta Health Centre, in breach of Articles 214, 216, 218, 222(1), 202(h), 208(AC) of Chapter 9 of the Laws of Malta;

2. Attempted to use force against his wife Ana Dimitrieva with intent to insult, annoy or hurt such person or others, unless the fact constitutes some other offence under any other provision of this Code in breach of Article 339(1)(d) of Chapter 9 of the Laws fo Malta;

3. Uttered insults or threats not otherwise provided for in this code, or if being provoked, carried his insult beyond the limit warranted by the provocation in breach of Article 339(1)(e) of Chapter 9 of the Laws of Malta; 

The Court was humbly requested by the Prosecution to issue a Protection Order by virtue of Article 412C of the Criminal Code in favour of Ana Dimitrieva pending proceedings and moreover upon finding of guilt of the accused, to impose the provisions of Article 382A and 383 of Chapter 9 of the Laws of Malta in any manner that the Court deems appropriate.  
Having seen the documents and the evidence brought before the Court presiding the arraignment of the accused on the 25th June 2023 as well as this Court as presided during today’s sitting;
Having noted that all the necessary requisites of the arraignment where respected in accordance to law and having seen also that when accused was asked how he pleads to the charges proferred against him by virtue of the provision of Articles 390(1) and 392 of the Criminal code of the Laws of Malta, he declared that he was not guilty as charged.  
Having seen that this Court was assigned with the responsibility to hear this case and consequently appointed this case for hearing on the 5th July 2023, during which sitting the accused decided to register a guilty plea to all charges proffered against him and this in an unconditional manner.   
Having warned the accused in the most solemn manner about the legal consequences of his reply and having allowed same accused a period of time to reconsider his plea and reply afresh;
Having seen that after such time was given to the accused, Dimitar Dimitriev persisted in his plea of guilt to the charges proferred against him.
Consequently this Court converts itself from a Court of Magistrates as a Court of Criminal Inquiry into a Court of Magistrates as a Court of Criminal Judicature so as to be in a position to adjudicate this case.
Having heard submissions of the parties present with regards to the punishment most suitable for the crime committed;
Considers:
That owing to the admission entertained by the accused in open court, duly reconfirmed by same after being duly warned of the circumstances brought by such admission and given sufficient time to reconsider his plea, this Court has no other option but to find guilt of the accused of the charge proferred against him.  
The Court notes that the accused and parte civile are not living together anymore and are intent on terminating their marriage as early as possible.  Moreover the parte civile will remain residing in Malta whilst the accused is intent on leaving Malta to Macedonia together with his mother, in which country, most likely separation proceedings will be instituted.  The Court also heard that the parties have a minor child together who will be residing with his mother here in Malta, but which minor does not form any part of the merits of this case.  The Court is also considering the guilty plea of the accused as well as the fact that there is no indication of previous criminal history on record.    
 Decide
For the above reasons, after having seen Articles 214, 216, 218, 222(1), 202(h), 208(AC), 339(1)(d), 339(1)(e) and Articles 392A and 17 of Chapter 9 of the Laws of Malta: 

Finds the accused Dimitar Dimitriev guilty of all the charges proferred against him and condemns him to two (2) years imprisonment which period is being suspended for a period of four (4) years by virtue of Article 28A of the Criminal code;
Moreover the Court imposes a Restraining Order upon the accused Dimitar Dimitriev in favour of Ana Dimitrieva in accordance to Article 382A of the Criminal Code for a period of two years (2) from today and this in accordance with the conditions meted out and attached to this judgement.   
The court explained the meaning of this judgement to the guilty party in a language which he understood and who confirmed that he understood same.     
 
DR. LARA LANFRANCO
Magistrate  	 				

Marbeck Spiteri
Deputy Registrar 
